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ings, never any of the elaborate attention to details
of setting, such as we find in a play by Pinero or Shaw.
Sometimes placards were hung up indicating the scene
of a play, but apparently these merely gave the general
scene, as "Venice" or "Verona," and did not often
designate localities more closely. In fact the majority
of the scenes were probably written with no precise
conception of their setting. They were written to be
acted on a front stage, bare of scenery, projecting out
into the audience. This did not represent a particular
locality, but rather any locality whatever.

The inner stage and the gallery above, and to some
extent the doors and the windows, were used to indi-
cate specific localities when these were necessary.
The gallery represented the wall of a town, an upper
story of a house, or any elevated locality. The doors
represented doors to houses or gates to a city, and the
windows or balconies over them were often used for
the windows of the houses. The inner stage was used
in various ways to indicate a specific locality requiring
properties, and this use apparently increased as time
went on, and especially in the indoor, artificially lighted
private theaters. In any case, however, when the cur-
tains were opened, the inner stage became a part of
the main stage, and while action might take place
there, it might also serve as a background for action
proceeding in the front. Properties could be brought
on and off the inner stage behind the closed curtains,
hence large properties were confined to its precincts*